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Government Responsibilities

The table below lists federal, provincial/territorial and municipal/local government areas of responsibility. Some 
responsibilities (e.g., transportation, healthcare and environment) are shared between the different levels of 
government. 
  

Federal Government  
Responsibilities

Provincial/Territorial 
Government Responsibilities

Municipal/Local Government 
Responsibilities

• Aboriginal affairs 

• Agriculture 

• Citizenship and immigration

• Currency

• Environment

• Fisheries and oceans

• Foreign affairs, international 
trade and development

• Heritage

• Employment and social 
development

• Health

• Industry

• Infrastructure

• Federal law and courts

• National defence 

• Natural resources

• Official languages

• Public safety

• Transportation 

• Veterans affairs

• Regional development and 
diversification

• Aboriginal affairs

• Agriculture

• Provincial law and courts

• Citizenship and immigration

• Culture

• Community and social 
services

• Consumer and commercial 
relations

• Energy 

• Economic development and 
trade

• Education

• Environment

• Healthcare delivery 

• Labour

• Municipal affairs

• Natural resources

• Rural affairs 

• Tourism

• Transportation

• Training, college and 
universities

• Road maintenance

• Water and sewer service

• Recreation and community 
facilities

• Family and community 
services

• Libraries

• Public properties and 
administration buildings

• Land use planning

• Roads and sidewalks

• Public lighting

• Police protection services

• Ambulance services

• Fire protection

• Public transportation

• Animal control

• Local parks

• Waste management

• Water supply and treatment

• Tourism
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